
  

James Dornan MSP 
Convenor 
Local Government and Communities Committee 

29 September 2020 

Dear Mr Dornan,  

Re: COVID 19 – Homelessness 

Thank you for your letter of 14 September 2020 seeking COSLA’s views on the impact of the 
extension of the no evictions policy. You will be aware that COSLA wrote to the Delegated 
Powers and Law Reform Committee on 11 September 2020, to inform their consideration of 
the Homeless Persons (Unsuitable Accommodation) (Scotland) Amendment (Coronavirus) 
Order 2020 (SSI 2020/268). I understand that during their considerations they agreed to 
highlight the submission to the Local Government and Communities Committee. Much of the 
information in this response is also contained within that submission.  

Local Government supports the extension of the legislation protecting tenants from eviction. 
We agree that no one should be made homeless as a result of the pandemic, or the 
associated financial impacts. COSLA notes the concerns raised by the Glasgow and West of 
Scotland Forum for Housing Associations regarding the legislation possibly being open to 
abuse, however, as stated, the vast majority will continue to meet their responsibilities in terms 
of rent payments. The priority must be on ensuring the most vulnerable in our society are able 
to access or remain in accommodation and therefore there is a need to avoid the risk of 
evictions during the pandemic and through difficult financial circumstances that follow.  

We should not allow the risk of a minority potentially exploiting this prevent us from supporting 
those who need it. We do not believe that there would be many cases of deliberate abuse of 
the extension, as we know that the majority of people prioritise rent and living costs.  We do 
not have evidence that this would change. If there are challenges with tenants there are 
processes which can be followed to address and overcome this. COSLA has worked with 
Scottish Government and partners to collate a range of resources to support landlords and 
tenants. 

Data regarding homelessness applications has been collected as part of the response to 
COVID19 over the past six months and is published online. This information is primarily to 
support service and strategy development at a local level, while also identifying critical themes 
and issues at both national and local level.  This management information while not part of 
Official or National Statistics is available on the Scottish Government website. 2090 homeless 
applications were received during August across Scotland. 3315 offers of temporary 
accommodation were made and accepted in the same month. A focus remains on ensuring 
people can move from temporary to settled accommodation as quickly as possible.  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-landlord-and-letting-agent-faqs/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-landlord-and-letting-agent-faqs/
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis#!/vizhome/VulnerableChildrenandAdultProtection/Introduction


You have asked whether it is possible to provide relevant data or other information including 
on any rental income lost to local authorities because of non-payment attributable to the new 
legislation and whether this this can be broken down to local authority and sector. At this stage 
income loss is not clear, as that will be dependent on the level of arrears which we would hope 
to be able to collect in future. Overall, around £78M is currently owed in monthly rent arrears, 
which is an increase of £12 million (18%) since early May. It is also important to note that 
there is an expectation that council tax arrears will increase although it is not possible at this 
stage to predict the extent of this.  

I would like to reassure the Committee that Local Government remains committed to working 
with partners to prevent homelessness. Throughout the pandemic, the needs of those who are 
most vulnerable in our communities have been, and continue to be, at the forefront of our 
considerations. This has been an incredibly challenging period and it is important that Local 
Government can continue to work with partners to focus on supporting citizens, and 
recovering and re-building our communities.  

I hope this letter is useful in informing the Committee. 

Yours sincerely, 

Cllr Elena Whitham Cllr Alison Evison 
COSLA Community Wellbeing COSLA President 
Spokesperson 


